MARRIAGE.                     CHAP. XIV.
handed them a parikabeera, they take and seat them on the
carpet. By placing under the carpet leather or fragments
of earthern vessels, they contrive to play them a number of
tricks; after which they bring the washhand-basin and
ewer, and holding a red cloth over them and a red curtain
all round, first pour a little shurbut on their hands and
then give them water to wash. They put pan kay beeray
on a tray and shurbut into a bowl or bottle, and with a
small cup help each of them to some of it, and hand them
apanlcabeera. On partaking of the beverage, each sumdee
drops a rupee or afanam into the cup; some, also, into
the washhand-basin while they are washing. They fre-
quently, out of fun, substitute a decoction of horsegram
for shurbut. The instant any one has drunk the shurbut^
a wag, who is a near relative, in jest, rubs his mouth so
excessively hard with a well-starched towel, handkerchief,
or brocade, as sometimes to make his lips bleed.
After that, they hand a panhabeera to each of the guests,
spread the dusturkhwan and serve up choba. Having
mixed plenty of ghee with the meethapolaoo, and put it on
the plates, they cover it over with the bund (or slices, viz.
the choba), and set it before the sumdeeans. The bride-
groom also joins the sumdeeans at dinner, when his hands
are washed by his brother-in-law, who puts four or five
handfuls of the above food into his mouth. At every
mouthful he makes some witty remark, in the manner de-
tailed under the head of huldee mcuynhdee (page 117),
after which the bridegroom eats with his own hand.* If
the brother-in-law be not present, any one else feeds him,
The money that is dropped into the cup or washhand-basiu
* No spoons, knives, or forks, are at any time used by natives; the
fingers serve as a substitute.